
PRESS RELEASE  

 

Dijon, France, 12 June 2026 

THE OIV HEADQUARTERS AWARDED THE  
“DIPLOMATIC HERITAGE” LABEL 
A “Diplomatic Heritage” (“Patrimoine de la Diplomatie”) plaque awarded 
by the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs was unveiled today 
at the headquarters of the International Organisation of Vine and Wine 
(OIV). 
 

Recognition of the OIV’s diplomatic  
and international rôle 
The commemorative plaque was unveiled by Julien Steimer, Director-General 
for Administration and Modernisation at the French Ministry for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs, and John Barker, Director General of the OIV, in the presence of 
Yvette van der Merwe, President of the OIV, François Rebsamen, President of 
Dijon Métropole and former minister, and Nathalie Koenders, Mayor of Dijon 
and First Vice-President of Dijon Métropole. The ceremony was attended by 
numerous dignitaries, including local authorities and members of the diplomatic 
corps. 
The inaugural “Patrimoine de la Diplomatie” distinction has been granted to 15 
remarkable venues that have hosted diplomatic events throughout history. The 
inclusion of the Hôtel Bouchu dit d’Esterno in this distinction reinforces the OIV 
headquarters as the “family home” of the world vine and wine sector and a 
flagship of the Organisation — a recognition with which the OIV is delighted. 
“This distinction honours not only a venue steeped in history, but also the 
mission that the OIV has pursued since its creation: to promote international 
cooperation, dialogue between nations and the development of technical and 
scientific standards for the benefit of the global vine and wine sector,” said John 
Barker, Director General of the OIV. 
 

A rich historical heritage in the service of  
an international mission 
The inclusion of the OIV’s headquarters in this network underscores the 
importance of multilateral dialogue and international cooperation within an 
organisation that now brings together 51 member states across all continents. 
This distinction also recognises the role of Dijon and its heritage. 
Built between 1640 and 1643 for Jean Bouchu, First President of the Parliament 
of Burgundy, the Hôtel Bouchu, known as the Hôtel Bouchu dit d’Esterno, 
embodies the elegance of the grand aristocratic residences of the 17th century, 
and has been renovated by the City of Dijon to become the OIV’s headquarters 
in time for the celebration of its centenary in 2024. 
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Editor’s note: 
The International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV) 
The OIV is a scientific and technical intergovernmental organisation, and the 
world reference to the vine and wine sector. 

The OIV currently has 51 Member States, countries producing and consuming 
grapes and wine, which account for 90% of the world’s vineyard surface area, 
88% of global wine production and 75% of global wine consumption. Twice a year 
over 500 experts come together to assess, discuss and approve by consensus 
resolutions on the following: 
1/ Viticulture and table grapes 
2/ Oenology and methods of analysis 
3/ Law and economics of the vine and wine 
4/ Consumer health and safety 
 

For a century the OIV has been at the forefront of all global vitivinicultural 
matters, providing standards, guidance and information for the vine and wine 
sector. 

Contact 
Journalists can obtain further information from the OIV’s Press & 
Communication Department  
Email : press@oiv.int; Telephone: +33 (0)1 44 94 80 91 

Follow us  
@oiv.int (Facebook, LinkedIn)  
@oiv_int (X, Instagram) 
@oiv-int.bsky.social (Bluesky) 

International Organisation of Vine and Wine 
Intergovernmental Organisation  
Created on 29 November 1924 • Restructured on 3 April 2001 
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