International Code of Oenological Practices

3. WINES

3.1 BASIC DEFINITION (18/73)

Wine is the beverage resulting exclusively from the partial or
complete alcoholic fermentation of fresh grapes, whether
crushed or not, or of grape must. Its actual alcohol content
shall not be less than 8.5% vol.

Nevertheless, taking into account climate, soil, vine variety,
special qualitative factors or traditions specific to certain
vineyards, the minimum total alcohol content may be able to
be reduced to 7% vol. by legislation particular to the region
considered.
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