Paris, 3 of September 2020
PRESS RELEASE

WELCOME TO THE NEW OIV OBSERVER:
THE GREAT WINE CAPITALS GLOBAL NETWORK

THE OIV WELCOMED ITS MOST RECENT
OBSERVER: THE GREAT WINE CAPITALS GLOBAL
NETWORK (GWC). A STEP TOWARDS THE
PROMOTION OF WINE TOURISM AT A GLOBAL
LEVEL, ALIGNED WITH THE 2020-2024
ORGANISATION’S STRATEGIC PLAN.
On Wednesday September 2nd, the International Organisation of Vine and Wine
(OIV)* had the pleasure of organising a virtual welcome meeting jointly with the
Great Wine Capitals Global Network (GWC)** to celebrate the recent observer
status of the network at the OIV.
The President of the OIV, Regina Vanderlinde, addressed the opening speech
expressing her desire of a fruitful feedback relationship between the two
entities: “As an intergovernmental organisation of a scientific and technical
nature, the OIV provides a comprehensive overview of the global state of the
vine and wine sector. It works to harmonise practices, supports the evolution of
the sector as it faces contemporary challenges, such as digitalisation, climate
change or wine tourism, thanks to its large network of international experts. And
it relies on its observers to bring up the very concrete aspects of the field.
Each observer, through the specific nature of its activity, contributes to
providing the OIV with food for thought. They represent a direct contact with
the actors and stake-holders of the sector, which is fundamental for the OIV.”
During this meeting, the Director General of the OIV, Pau Roca, and the
Managing Director of GWC, Catherine Leparmentier, presented their respective
structure and the advantages that this collaboration will generate.
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An insight into
different member cities of GWC
Three speakers from GWC and its President, Jacques Faurens, then provided
participants with an insight into different member cities of GWC.
Jacques Faurens spoke of the importance of creating such a network of
knowledge and experience. He believes that “the extraordinary times the world
is going through nowadays make us even more determined to work together to
design a favourable future for the vine and wine industry”.
The first speaker, Peter Gago (Chief Winemaker at Penfolds, Adelaide | South
Australia), explained that the key element of the network is to build on each
others' experience to share information and learnings between members: by
focusing on how to adapt businesses, particularly in a virtual world, or on
common challenges such as bushfires for California and Australia...
Linda Reiff, president and CEO of the Napa Valley Vintners, recorded a
presentation in which she outlined all the benefits of the collaboration between
this renowned wine region and GWC, "which helps [them] to be more successful
in the best of times and in the more difficult times [the] industry faces".
According to her, it is only by sharing information, data, ideas and best practices
that we can and will overcome challenges. In her opinion, being an observer at
the OIV is particularly important for Napa Valley since the United States is not a
member of the OIV.
Representing Cape Town, which rejointed the GWC very recently, Tim Harris,
CEO of Wesgro, the Tourism, Trade and Investment Promotion Agency for this
city and the Western Cape in South Africa, started his intervention in alignment
with the previous speakers. “The real up sight of this cooperation is solidarity
and the best practices sharing”, he stated. As a major example of these benefits,
Harris referred to the 2018 drought crisis in Cape Town: “Our first call in dealing
with the crisis was to our colleagues in California, which we knew have been to
similar droughts, the same as with the Australians (…). By learning with them we
have realised how we could engineer behaviour change in water usage in the
Cape. It resulted in almost 60% reduction in water usage per person and the
encouraging thing is that much of it has been maintained”, he explained. For Tim
Harris the dramatic change in attitude towards water in the Cape could serve as
a model for the rest of the world as it faces the consequences of climate change.
According to the representative of the city of Cape Town, the wine industry and
tourism is “a really important partner to engineer a strong recovery for Cape
Town and the Western Cape”. Tim Harris ended his speech expressing his joy
“to be part of the OIV, alongside the members of GWC”, which for him "can help
turn the great wine industry in the Cape into an even stronger job creator to
South Africans”.
Finally, Fabrice Bernard (Millésima, Bordeaux | France) recognised that the
current situation in Bordeaux, generated by new health paradigms, is similar to
that of the other regions of the network. However, the rapid pace of change in
the sector is smoothed by the efficient communication and sharing of ideas. It is
therefore a “very good opportunity [for the OIV and GWC] to now be in the same
network” in order to have more agility to adapt.
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Webinar on the
“Perspectives for wine tourism
in the context of Covid-19”
Welcoming the GWC Network as an observer at the OIV falls within the
framework of the Strategic Plan 2020-2024, with the objective of promoting
wine tourism at the global level. In this sense, the OIV signed last January a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Secretary-General of the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Zurab Pololikashvili, to promote wine tourism
as a rural development tool.
The situation generated in recent months with Covid-19 has reinforced the need
to reflect collectively at the international level on how wine tourism can have a
direct impact on the territory and be an effective tool for rural development.
Collaboration between the two entities will open discussions at global scale and
lead to concrete achievements in this field.
The first achievement of this collaboration is coming up soon with the common
organisation of a webinar on the “Perspectives for wine tourism in the context
of Covid-19” on September 22nd at 5pm CEST. Jointly with the UNWTO and the
Wine Tourism International Think Tank, the OIV and GWC invite speakers from
around the world to assess the impact of COVID-19 on wine tourism, to think
about which innovative solutions are put in place as well as some collective
strategies that shall be adopted. At this occasion, Catherine Leparmentier Dayot,
Managing Director of GWC, will focus on organising and managing outdoor
experiences with a focus on Bordeaux perspectives.
Registrations to this webinar will soon be opened.
→ Watch the full meeting here.
*Created in 1924 and re founded in 2001, the OIV is an intergovernmental organisation of
a scientific and technical nature of recognised competence for its works concerning vines,
wine, wine-based beverages, table grapes, raisins and other vine-based products. The
organisation, based in Paris, is made up of 47 Member states, 14 observers and one
intergovernmental organisations granted particular status, the UE.
**Founded in 1999 GWC is a network of 11 major global cities in both the northern and
southern hemisphere. It aims to encourage travel, education and business exchanges
between the prestigious wine regions of Adelaide, Bilbao, Bordeaux, Cape Town, Lausanne,
Mainz, Mendoza, Porto, San Francisco, Valparaìso and Verona.
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